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OPPOSE SB 1781 by Menendez 
Relating to euthanasia as a last resort in a county  

or municipal animal shelter in certain counties 
 

   It appears that this bill is trying to force something that is quick, easy and sounds good into legislation, 
and let the cities deal with the consequences!  “You can’t legislate ’No Kill,’” claims Nathan Winograd, 
founder of the No Kill Movement.  “Legislation is never a cure-all and often has the opposite effect.” 

 

   This bill has a noble goal, but major Texas cities are already working voluntarily toward this goal with 
free and low cost pet spay/neuter initiatives; working with nonprofit rescue and adoption groups; and 
many other innovative adoption programs. 

  

   This type legislation can lead to cramming too many animals together in cages or kennels, as happened 
in California due to the Hayden Bill (1998).  The  bill’s extended holding periods for shelter animals were 
suspended in 2009 by the California Legislature because of unconscionable suffering and painful 
injuries/deaths of animals crammed into overcrowded shelters, and the dismal budgetary failure.   
 

   The jury is still out regarding Texas No Kill Initiatives in San Antonio and Austin as it’s much more 
difficult to attain in the Southern states due to our warmer climate.  Northern states are importing 
impounded and/or unwanted puppies and adult dogs from the South to their animal shelters due to a 
shortage of litters locally.     

  

   Although San Antonio Animal Care Services claims more than an 80% No Kill Rate, this is misleading by 
design.  The city no longer contracts with Bexar County for animal services, which automatically lowers the 
number of impounded animals.  ACS stopped picking up loose/stray dogs and cats off the streets years ago 
unless biting, ill or injured; resulting in packs of dogs roaming neighborhoods and threatening children, 
joggers, neighbors, and fighting while spreading disease.  ACS is not an open admissions shelter and 
charges $40 to accept an animal – if they even accept it.  This $40 fee combined with a Litter Permit Fee 
has resulted in more dumped dogs on the streets.  The city still has a tremendous stray dog population in 
the lower income areas which is a public health and safety issue. 
  

   Animal shelters must have empty cages or kennels for temporary transfer of animals for sanitization 
purposes to control disease.  The medical exception is too narrow and requires an on-site veterinarian 
for each determination.  Euthanasia is not always the worst thing that can happen to animals. 
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By: Menendez S.B. No. 1781 
  
   A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
   AN ACT 
   relating to euthanasia as a last resort in a county or municipal  
   animal shelter in certain counties. 
          BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 
          SECTION 1.  Subchapter C, Chapter 821, Health and Safety  
   Code, is amended by adding Section 821.0521 to read as follows: 
          Sec. 821.0521.  EUTHANASIA AS LAST RESORT. (a)  This  
   section applies only to a county or municipal animal shelter in a  
   county having a population of more than 500,000. 
          (b)  A dog, cat, or other companion animal impounded in an  
   animal shelter may not be euthanized if there is an empty cage,  
   kennel, or other living environment in the shelter in which to  
   safely place the animal or if the animal can safely share a cage,  
   kennel, or other living environment in the shelter with another  
   animal of the same species. 
          (c)  This section does not apply to: 
                (1)  an animal suspected of carrying and exhibiting  
   signs of rabies, as determined by a licensed veterinarian; 
                (2)  a dog that, after severely injuring a person, has  
   been determined by a court having competent jurisdiction to be a  
   dangerous dog under state law; or 
                (3)  an animal who has a poor or grave prognosis for  
   being able to live without severe, unremitting pain even with  
   comprehensive, prompt, and necessary veterinary care, as  
   determined by a licensed veterinarian. 
          SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 
 


